women in science and champions for increased public engagement. Professor Lappin-Scott is a past president of the SGM -only the second female president in the society's history -and was a key figure behind the creation of the SGM's new Equality and Diversity Working Group, which she currently chairs. As the BSAC Chair of Public Engagement, Professor Piddock is the driving force behind the highly successful Antibiotic Action campaign, which aims to highlight the problems associated with antibiotic resistance not only to science and medical professionals but also to the general public.
July also heralded another Wikipedia 'edit-a-thon' , in which there is a concerted drive to redress the gender balance on Wikipedia by adding new entries for inspirational female scientists, past and present, who are not represented, as well as expanding the information available on those individuals for whom the existing entries are limited. The first such event was held on 19 October 2012 at the UK Royal Society to mark Ada Lovelace Day, and the latest was held on 25 July 2013 at the UK Medical Research Council (MRC) to mark what would have been Rosalind Franklin's ninety-third birthday. The aim, again, is to increase the visibility of positive role models for young women who may be considering a career in science. As part of their centenary celebrations, the MRC plans to hold another five edita-thons before the end of the year at various locations around the United Kingdom.
The issue of the so-called leaky pipeline for women studying and working in STEM (science, technology and medicine) subjects is enormously complex, and tackling it is a huge challenge. Any initiatives that increase the number of positive role models for young girls are thus very welcome. It is interesting to note, therefore, that in the United States, the latest round of presidential nominations to fill key administrative posts includes micro biologist Dr Jo Handelsman of Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, as the nominee for Associate Director for Science in the Office of Science and Technology Policy, and astrophysicist Dr France Anne Córdova as the nominee for Director of the National Science Foundation, following in Rita Colwell's footsteps. Having women in such prominent positions is a small but important step in the right direction.
